Ishraq’s Family

Ishraq’s Mother:  Mme Zeinad Hamdi (12 El Messaha Street;  Dokki, Cairo;  Tel 348 5125;  Ishraq’s office:  361 5309) taught philosophy, logic and sociology in a secondary school, and was ultimately made headmistress of that school.  She was widowed and remarried, having two daughters from each marriage, Ishraq being the youngest.

Ishraq’s father had a glass manufacturing business and factory in Alexandria, that was nationalized by Nasser.  No compensation was given but he was kept on as general manager at a salary.  He was starting to put together another such company of his own in Cairo when he died, about 1981, of a cerebral thrombosis.  He was very good-looking, jocular, generous, reputed to be “wild”.  He lived in Italy for 10 years, did not marry until he was 40.  The family photograph of him, taken on the steps of St Marco, is inscribed affectionately from an opera diva.  Though not rich, (he spent his money as fast as he made it), he insured that all his children were educated.  Ishraq was much beloved of him and she says, spoiled.  He called her Ish-Ish.  His sport was shooting, an enthusiasm which he extended to Ishraq, and with which she continues.  

Now, 11 years after his death the family has a villa (“beautiful, with 3-stories, the top being duplex”) in Alexandria and a newly-built vacation home on the sea, as well as their apartment in Cairo, where Ishraq and her sister Sahar live with their mother Zienab. 

Most of the paternal family moved to Dubai around 1985 for economic reasons.  Paternal uncles are:

Abd Gharib;  

Owner of a law firm in Dubai;  started as a lawyer in Egypt

Abrahim Gharib;  

Around 75, he has two sons;  one a doctor who has a hospital in Dubai.  The other son, also in Dubai, owns a school and works in a bank.  He’s married to a British woman who was initially hostile to Islam, but who has now become a militant and has proactively taken the veil.

There were two other paternal uncles who are now dead.  

Ishraq’s mother’s mother was Pompa (a title) Hamdi, and was Turkish.  

Ishraq’s mother’s father was a minister in the department of agriculture, had the title of Ghamgh(?)-Bey.  He was sweet, lovable, never argued.  The family photograph of him shows him on seated on a beach under an umbrella, formally dressed in suit, tie and fez, but barefoot, with a stern expression and a twinkle in his eye.  He was married twice, Ishraq descending from the second marriage.  Children of his first marriage, Ishraq’s half-uncles, are Ahmed, an engineer, Tulah, interested in politics, and a spoiled aunt married to Ishraq’s father’s brother.  When the first wife died, he remarried and had seven more children.  The family was very social and serene.  There were lots of daughters (and lots of maids) in this family, Ishraq’s mother being the second.  Among them were was Tanta Hoda, Tanta Suma (?), widowed and remarried, Tanta Lila, a librarian, and the youngest, Tanta Fufu, who was rebellious and became an actress (outrageous), divorced and remarried (also outrageous).

Both of these maternal grandparents died at around age 82, around when Ishraq’s father died.

Maternal uncles

Abd El Hamid

Retired (at 65) deputy minister of National Company for Recordings;  he was head of audition Committee.  There are two sons;  one living in Switzerland, married to a Swiss classical musician, the other a teacher of music at the Cairo Conservatory

Mohammed Hamdi

Worked at UNESCO Information Department;  head of Gulf TV news department in Rhyad, Saudi  Arabia

Sadek Hamdi

IBM Marketing;  retired 2 years ago at 60

Ishraq’s sisters are: 

Iman (meaning Faith), has a job in Libya as a secretary and administrative assistant with the exploration department of an oil company.  She’s warm, energetic, family oriented, but devoted to her career and therefore not married.  She’s at the same time the most modern and the most religious of the sisters.

Sahar (meaning Dawn), a cordial and pleasant person whose only interest in life she declares to be to listen to music.  She plays the piano by ear and sings prettily the songs from The Sound of Music.  She lives at home with her mother.

Wafaa (meaning Loyal), is a housewife in Dubai.  She also runs a nursery, and does accounting.

And Ishraq herself (meaning Radiance;  she was born just as a storm broke up at dawn) graduated from secondary school tenth in all Egypt.  Her degree, from the American University in Cairo, is in Sociology and Communications.  She also did a semester in Greece.  She got into advertising with Saatchi & Saatchi, but it was an arrangement that ended unhappily.  She was then engaged by the Dubai partner of McKann-Ericson to restart their long-defunct operation in Egypt, as general manager.

